o SUNRISE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Daniel J. Ransone
Chief of Police
10440 W Oakland Park Blvd

Sunrise, Florida 33351
(954) 764-4357

Internal Affairs Complaint Report Narrative

I. INTRODUCTION:

Subject Employee: Strategic Investigations Section

Complainant: Chief Daniel J. Ransone
Witnesses: N/A
Narrative:

During an unrelated unfolding Administrative Investigation and subsequent Criminal
Investigation into the alleged misconduct of Sunrise Police Sergeant, herein referred to as
Sergeant #2 — [A CASE 23-06-01, certain protective measures were deployed to ensure the
overall safety and security of our Public Safety Building, specific to our IT vulnerability.

As such, members of the Broward County Sheriff's Office were utilized to provide
recommendations on building security as it relates to 1T Security. Members from the Broward
Sheriff’s Office conducted security checks in various high liability areas, to include -

During a safety sweep of this suite, a cellular phone was located on the overhead cable
run (L shaped indention running above the cubicles, approximately 1 foot below the ceiling
tiles, on the west side of the suite). The phone was taken into the custody of Internal Affairs
personnel.

The Investigative Narrative section outlines the details of my investigation into the matter and
my conclusions with respect to any policy violations are found in the /nvestigative Findings &
Disposition section.
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II. INVESTIGATIVE NARRATIVE:

During an unrelated unfolding Administrative Investigation and subsequent Criminal
Investigation into the alleged misconduct of Sunrise Police Sergeant, herein referred to as
Sergeant #2 — IA CASE 23-06-01, certain protective measures were deployed to ensure the
overall safety and security of our Public Safety Building, specific to our IT vulnerability.

As such, members of the Broward County Sheriff’s Office were utilized to provide
recommendations on building security as it relates to IT Security. Members from the Broward
Sheriff’s Office conducted security checks in various high liability areas, to include

During a safety sweep of this suite, a cellular phone was located on the overhead cable
run (“L” shaped indention running above the cubicles, approximately 1 foot below the ceiling
tiles, on the west side of the suite). The phone was taken into the custody of Internal Affairs
personnel.

Based upon the fact the cellular phone was located in a “common™ area of the SIS Suite, care
custody and control of the phone before it came to rest in the cable run was not immediately
able to be determined. As such, all members of SIS — Civilians, Detectives, and Supervisors
were issued 5 Day Notices.

Contemporaneous with the decision to issue 5 Day Notices, 1 enlisted the assistance of
Detective _from our Digital Investigations Unit. 1 tasked Detective -with
identifying the owner of the cellular phone, the phone number associated with the phone or any
other information linking the cellular phone to its owner or any Sunrise PD case.

Detective -was able to provide a phone number for the cellular phone and documented
his findings on a sworn written report. The phone number discovered was 727-227-0262.

While querying the phone number through our RMS Database, I was able to discover that the
phone number was attached to Sunrise Police Department case number 42-2301-003550. The

owner of the phone was listed as Danny Walker, who was the subject of a Burglary
investigation conducted by Detective _




The following is a time line of the Burglary investigation(s) conducted by Detective
‘and members of SIS as it relates to the arrest of suspect Danny Walker.

December 6, 2022 — 21V at One Fitness Parking lot — SPD Case 42-2212-052972

e Assigned to Det. _

January 9, 2023 — Sergeant _begins new assignment as SIS Supervisor

January 22, 2023 — 21V at Markham Park — SPD Case 42-2301-003550

e Assigned to Det._
February 9, 2023 — Det. _ and |GG b s conduct

take down of vehicle burglary suspects after on-viewing a 21V at 11 SW 24" Ave in the City
of Deerfield Beach.

e BWC footage from Det. ||l revealed that during the take down of suspected
vehicle burglar Danny Walker, his cellular phone fell to the ground. The phone was

recovered by Det. |||
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e Danny Walker is arrested by _under BSO Case 10-2302-001578

e Inmate property receipt for Danny Walker does not reflect a cellular phone

e Sunrise Property and Evidence does not show any property associated with either of the
aforementioned cases listed in their custody.

e No property receipt or chain of custody documentation for Danny Walker’s phone
attached to either report or listed in evidence.com

Continuing on February 9, 2023 — Det. _authors a search warrant for the T-
Mobile historical cell site location (CSLI) of Danny Walker’s above pictured cellular phone
772-227-0262. The warrant is signed by the Honorable Judge Barbara Duffy.






August 7, 2023 — Command Staff briefed and investigation authorized.

e SIM Card from the phone revealed the last number registered was 772 227 0262. The
number was found to be directly associated with Danny Walker.

August 8-9, 2023 — Report and information gathering revealed that the CSLI Search warrant
was not memorialized in evidence.com, nor made part of the case filing packet sent to the
SAO. Broward County Clerk of Court DOES NOT have record of the CSLI search warrant
ever being clerked. I was able to obtain a copy of the CSLI warrant via a T-Mobile LEO
representative.

While searching for BWC footage from members of SIS on February 9, 2023 the only footage
found was a 3-minute video recorded by Detective [JJllduring the takedown of Danny
Walker mentioned above. After reviewing this video, I was able to positively confirm that the
phone in his possession at the time of the take down is Danny Walker’s phone. The back case
is a unique gold color with a unique black design. Furthermore, Detective _activates
the screen of the phone and his BWC captures the unique home screen image, which is the
exact same image as the phone found in SIS.
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had no knowledge of the whereabouts of Danny Walkers cellular phone stemming from the
February 9™ case.

When asked if he had any contact with Danny Walker after February 9, 2023, Detective | NI
stated that he did have contact with him in August of 2023, and took part in his arrest for
burglary (the same burglary investigation Detective |||l referenced). According to
Detective [JJihe spent several hours with Danny Walker during his subsequent arrest in
August of 2023, and Detective -did not believe that Danny Walker ever made any
mention of his cellular phone or asked about his cellular phone stemming from the February 9"
take down.

On November 7, 2023, Detectives _and _along with Criminal

Intelligence Analyst || BB vcre all issued an Official Notice of an Internal Affairs
Investigation. All three agreed to provide a statement the same day.

I interviewed Detective _in 5" Floor Administrative Conference Room and took
a sworn, recorded Statement. Detective received the entire case file before she
provided her statement, and she did not bring an attorney or representative to the interview.
Detective _holds a Task Force Officer position and as such. she is detached and
does not frequently conduct police business at the PSB. Detective _does not
retain a physical workspace within the SIS Suite, but does retain access to said suite. Detective
*tated that she did not have any part in the take down of Danny Walker on
February 9, 2023, nor did she ever have any contact with Danny Walker. Finally, Detective

stated that she had no knowledge of Danny Walker’s cellular phone or the
location of his phone inside the SIS Suite.

I then interviewed Criminal Intelligence Analyst Il in the 5% Floor Administrative
Conference Room and took a sworn, recorded Statement. Criminal Intelligence Analyst
Il -cccived the entire case file before she provided her statement, and she did not bring
an attorney or representative to the interview. Criminal Intelligence Analyst B olds -
civilian position within the Investigations Division and as such, does not participate in any law
enforcement actions or operations. Criminal Intelligence Analyst -stated that she
conducted a vast and thorough background investigation into Danny Walker and provided her
findings to SIS Detectives. Criminal Intelligence Analyst -stated that she did not have
any knowledge of Danny Walker’s cellular phone, nor any knowledge of the phone’s location
inside the SIS Suite. When asked about cubicle arrangements and what Detectives are
assigned to the individual cubicles, Criminal Intelligence Analyst -stated that she
believed the cubicle directly below where the phone was located was occupied by Detective
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III. INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS and DISPOSITION:

If the allegation is true, Police Officer _and Police Ofﬁccr_

would have violated the following Sunrise Police Policy and Procedure:
Chapter 39 — Evidence Procedures:

® 39.6.5.1. Members are prohibited from storing evidence or any other property that
comes into their possession within personal desks, vehicles, homes or any other non-
designated locations not authorized by the Department.

Based on a preponderance of evidence standard, I have concluded that Officer _
and Officer || iid violate the Sunrise Police Department’s Evidence

Procedures, specifically, 39.6.5.1. 1 was able to come to this conclusion based upon the fact

that both officers were extremely upfront and honest during their respective interviews. I

found no ambiguity or uncertainty from either officer, and both took responsibility for their

actions / inactions. The facts and circumstances that led me to my conclusion are as follows:

The established timeline of events, connected cases, and the CSLI Search Warrant cultivated a
clear nexus to Officer and his role as the lead investigator. The connected BWC
footage formed a clear nexus to Officer in taking possession Danny Walker’s cellular
phone on February 9, 2023.

While interviewing Officer -he immediately and without hesitation stated that he did
have knowledge of the location of the cellular phone within the SIS Suite and he was
extremely forthcoming with not only his culpability, but his remorse and regret for the mistake
he made. Below is an excerpt from Ofﬁcer“s interview as he outlines how the cellular
phone ended up in the cable run:

Q: Um, do you know how the phone ended up in the cable run?
A:1do. Yeah.
Q: All right. Do you wanna just kinda detail that out for me?

A: Sure. Uh. so. during that time period, without getting into too many details, whatever, um,

Detective nd I, uh, were dealing with quite a lot of stress and just interesting,

um, hostile work environment. So, our way of dealing with that was through humor. All right.
1



We were trying to joke as much as possible, just get our minds off it and whatever. So, we
would make fun of or poke fun at, I should say, um, the fact that when our sergeant, our then
sergeant, which was Sergeant, uh, or I v hcn he was in his
office, uh, he would yawn excessively loud and then throw his phone on the desk, um, which
sounded like he was shot putting it from a mountaintop. Um, and his yawn sounded like a
lion's roar. So, me joking around after a stressful day dealing with, um, people that were in the
unit, I started to screw around and make the yawning noises and lean back like he would and
then throw a phone in the air and hit the desk or hit the floor or whatever. Um, so I did it a few
times. And then during - while doing it, (Danny Walker)'s phone was there on the desk. And I
leaned back, did a loud yawning noise, and ahhh. And then threw the phone up. And my
cubicle was right across from h And well, right above me is the cable run. And
unfortunately, it went up there. Um, and I'm 5'6" on a great day. And trying to get up there to
retrieve it was a little impossible, um, from a chair. And, uh, yeah. Shortly after that I tried to
figure out how to get it whatever. We didn't have a ladder at the time. And, um, you know,
shortly after that whether it was the next day whatever, uh, we get pulled to start handling a
bunch of other cases and everything. And honestly, I just forgot about it. So, yeah.

Q: Okay. Um, so from what it sounds like...you had no malicious intent to...

A: Correct.

Q: ...put the phone up there. Is that...

A: Yeah.

Q: ...that's correct?

A: No malicious intent to - to take the phone from - from (Danny Walker) or to hide the phone.
There's literally no reason to, so, um.

Q: It was, uh, it sounds like more like you - you guys were incredibly busy. And then...
A: Yeah.

Q: ...got pulled and...

A: Yeah.

Q: ...simply forgot. Is that it...?

A: ...very accurate. Yeah.

Officer confirms that Officer as present and witness to him throwing

the cellular phone into the air and it landing on the ledge of the cable run.
Officer || lstates that he and Officer-id plan to seek out the building
maintenance personnel (PSA -or but with the immense workload

they both had, this was overlooked and the phone was never retrieved.

Officer Il ocs state that he is aware of the proper procedures regarding the placement
of evidence and states that he has always followed the established evidence submission
procedures. He states that this instance is a lapse in judgement and gives the impression that
this is not his normal practice, this was an oversite that he truly regrets.

While Interviewing Ofﬁcer_l found that he was equally as forthcoming and open
about the entire situation. Below is an excerpt from Officer F interview
regarding the events leading up to, during, and after the cellular phone came into his
investigative purview:



Q: ...Do you remember, uh, who took the phone from the scene of the takedown back to the
police department?

A: Yeah, Detective Um, as it was explained to me by him, he took it from (Danny
Walker’s) person and he was gonna take it back to the PD for me and I would complete the
warrant...and this is common practice in our unit. We - we took it back to one of our desks, put
it in a Faraday bag with a power supply, that way, as you know, no one can, uh, remotely
access it or remotely dump all the information in there. Um, but as far as where it ultimately
ended up, uh, yeah, I do know where it ended up and how.

Q: All right, do you wanna, um, just kind of elaborate on...

A: Yeah.

Q: ...how it ended - the phone ended up in the cable run?

A: So, um, on occasion, or I guess more than on occasion, several times a day, our - our
supervisor at the time would yawn extremely loudly, and you would hear a phone hitting the
desk, uh, while we're trying to work, so it was distracting. So, uh, and I did a lot
together in the unit. We were basically - I mean, I guess you could consider us partners. And
we were - we were stressed out by the - the workload, the supervisors, e- you know, all

the above. And to relieve some of that we would mess around in the office. We'd - we would
joke around. And due to the fact that it sounded like the supervisor would drop his phone from
like 10 feet above the table, uh, -was making fun of him and he mockingly yawned
loudly and then, like, threw the phone up in the air to make it land on the table loudly. Um, as a
result, he threw it like a - a little higher than he planned, I think, and it landed in the - what's it
called?

Q: Cable run?

A: Yeah, the cable run, which is above his cubicle. Um, and we obviously said, "Hey, we need
to get that down because it's still a piece of evidence.” Um, but we didn't have a means to do so
that day, and that was the end of the day. That was - I - I think it was like 5 or 6 o'clock. We
were gettin' ready to go home for the day. So we decided when we come in tomorrow, or
whenever our next workday was -- I don't know what day of the week it was -- uh, we'll get a
ladder from (- or one of the building guys and we'll get it down and throw it in evidence
'cause there's nothing else to do with it. So, um, ultimately, we forgot. We - you know, we
were just inundated with cases and stress and - I don't want to throw dirt on anyone else that
was in the unit, but [l and I were doing a lot of work, like we were swamped one case to
the next.

Q: Um, all right, so, o- obviously, what I'm getting is it was in a joking manner, uh, to relieve
stress. Was, um, throwing the phone up there and - or forgetting that it was up there, was that
intentional on your - on your guys' part?

A: No.

Q: Can't speak for - for, uh,

Q: It's just for yourself.

A: No, it wasn't intentional. I mean, 'cause even when it happened, we looked at each other
like, "All right, you need to stop messin' around and get it down, 'cause at the end of the day,
it's still somebody's property.

IV: CONCLUSION








