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316.072 Obedience to and effect of traffic laws.— 

(1) PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER REFERRING TO VEHICLES UPON THE HIGHWAYS.—

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the operation of vehicles and bicycles and the 

movement of pedestrians upon all state-maintained highways, county-maintained highways, and 

municipal streets and alleys and wherever vehicles have the right to travel. 

(2) REQUIRED OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC LAWS.—It is unlawful for any person to do any 

act forbidden, or to fail to perform any act required, in this chapter. It is unlawful for the owner, 

or any other person employing or otherwise directing the driver of any vehicle, to require or 

knowingly permit the operation of such vehicle upon a highway in any manner contrary to law. A 

violation of this subsection is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as 

provided in chapter 318. 

(3) OBEDIENCE TO POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS.—It is unlawful and a 

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, for any 

person willfully to fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any law 

enforcement officer, traffic crash investigation officer as described in s. 316.640, traffic infraction 

enforcement officer as described in s. 316.640, or member of the fire department at the scene of a 

fire, rescue operation, or other emergency. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, 

certified emergency medical technicians or paramedics may respond to the scene of emergencies 

and may provide emergency medical treatment on the scene and provide transport of patients in 

the performance of their duties for an emergency medical services provider licensed under chapter 

401 and in accordance with any local emergency medical response protocols. 

(4) PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES TO OBEY CHAPTER; EXCEPTIONS.— 

(a) The provisions of this chapter applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the highways shall 

apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, this state, or any county, 

city, town, district, or any other political subdivision of the state, subject to such specific 

exceptions as are set forth in this chapter. 

(b) Unless specifically made applicable, the provisions of this chapter, except those contained in 

ss. 316.192, 316.1925, and 316.193, shall not apply to persons, teams, or motor vehicles and other 

equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway, but shall apply to such 

persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such work. 

(5) AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLES.— 

(a)1. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, 

when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or when responding to a fire 

alarm, but not upon returning from a fire; 

2. A medical staff physician or technician of a medical facility licensed by the state when 

responding to an emergency in the line of duty in his or her privately owned vehicle, using red 

lights as authorized in s. 316.2398; or 
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3. The driver of an authorized law enforcement vehicle, when conducting a nonemergency 

escort, to warn the public of an approaching motorcade; 

may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein stated. 

(b) The driver of a vehicle specified in paragraph (a), except when otherwise directed by a police 

officer, may: 

1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter; 

2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary 

for safe operation; 

3. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as the driver does not endanger life or property; 

4. Disregard regulations governing direction or movement or turning in specified directions, so 

long as the driver does not endanger life or property. 

(c) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of a vehicle specified in paragraph (a) 

from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect 

the driver from the consequences of his or her reckless disregard for the safety of others. 



316.126 Operation of vehicles and actions of pedestrians on approach of an authorized 

emergency, sanitation, or utility service vehicle.— 

(1)(a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, while en route to meet 

an existing emergency, the driver of every other vehicle shall, when such emergency vehicle is 

giving audible signals by siren, exhaust whistle, or other adequate device, or visible signals by the 

use of displayed blue or red lights, yield the right-of-way to the emergency vehicle and shall 

immediately proceed to a position parallel to, and as close as reasonable to the closest edge of the 

curb of the roadway, clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in position until the 

authorized emergency vehicle has passed, unless otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer. 

(b) If an authorized emergency vehicle displaying any visual signals is parked on the roadside, a 

sanitation vehicle is performing a task related to the provision of sanitation services on the 

roadside, a utility service vehicle is performing a task related to the provision of utility services on 

the roadside, or a wrecker displaying amber rotating or flashing lights is performing a recovery or 

loading on the roadside, the driver of every other vehicle, as soon as it is safe: 

1. Shall vacate the lane closest to the emergency vehicle, sanitation vehicle, utility service 

vehicle, or wrecker when driving on an interstate highway or other highway with two or more 

lanes traveling in the direction of the emergency vehicle, sanitation vehicle, utility service vehicle, 

or wrecker, except when otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer. If such movement cannot 

be safely accomplished, the driver shall reduce speed as provided in subparagraph 2. 

2. Shall slow to a speed that is 20 miles per hour less than the posted speed limit when the posted 

speed limit is 25 miles per hour or greater; or travel at 5 miles per hour when the posted speed 

limit is 20 miles per hour or less, when driving on a two-lane road, except when otherwise directed 

by a law enforcement officer. 

(c) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles shall provide an educational 

awareness campaign informing the motoring public about the Move Over Act. The department 

shall provide information about the Move Over Act in all newly printed driver license educational 

materials. 

(2) Every pedestrian using the road right-of-way shall yield the right-of-way until the authorized 

emergency vehicle has passed, unless otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer. 

(3) An authorized emergency vehicle, when en route to meet an existing emergency, shall warn 

all other vehicular traffic along the emergency route by an audible signal, siren, exhaust whistle, 

or other adequate device or by a visible signal by the use of displayed blue or red lights. While en 

route to such emergency, the emergency vehicle shall otherwise proceed in a manner consistent 

with the laws regulating vehicular traffic upon the highways of this state. 

(4) This section does not diminish or enlarge any rules of evidence or liability in any case 

involving the operation of an emergency vehicle. 

(5) This section does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 

drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. 

(6) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable pursuant to chapter 

318 as either a moving violation for infractions of subsection (1) or subsection (3), or as a 

pedestrian violation for infractions of subsection (2). 


